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Save the Children (2018), The War on Children:

Time to end grave violations against children in conflict
See for example, Williams (2017), ‘Continuity and
Change in War and Conflict in Africa’, PRISM, 6, 4,
p33-45 https://cco.ndu.edu/PRISM-6-4/Article/1171839/
continuity-and-change-in-war-and-conflict-in-africa/
ICRC (2019), ‘Precautionary measures in urban warfare:
A commander’s obligation to obtain information’, https://
blogs.icrc.org/law-and-policy/2019/01/10/joint-blog-
series-precautionary-measures-urban-warfare-
commander-s-obligation-obtain-information/

This is reflected in the major faiths, which place

value on the protection of children. In Islam, for
example, clear rights exist to life, protection, health
and education. At the foundation of the Jewish social
world-view is the proposition that individuals are
obliged to protect the life and dignity of all human
beings, with the vulnerability of children demanding
an even greater responsibility. In Christianity, the
belief that children are a gift from God and should be
the subject of protection and cultivation is central. In
Buddhism, the avoidance of harm is a taught precept
that runs through all the Buddha'’s teaching.

The UN Convention of the Rights of the Child was
adopted in November 1989 and came into force in
September 1990. Currently, 196 countries are party
to it, including every member of the United Nations
except the USA.

Much of the following is drawn from Fatima, S. et

al (2018) Protecting Children in Armed Conflict, Hart
Publishing.

The ICC’s Policy on Children identifies the following
war crimes directed specifically against children: child
recruitment and use, the forcible transfer of children
as an act of genocide, and trafficking of children as a
form of the crime against humanity of enslavement or
sexual slavery. Other crimes affecting children include:
killings, mutilation, torture, pillaging, and sexual and
gender-based crimes, perpetrated either against
children themselves or their families and communities,
and attacks against buildings dedicated to education
and healthcare. ICC Office of the Prosecutor, (2016).
Policy on Children. https://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/
otp/20161115_OTP_ICC_Policy-on-Children_Eng.PDF
United Nations Security Council, S/RES/1612

(26 July 2005). http://www.un.org/ga/search/
view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1612%20
(2005)&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC

United Nations Security Council, S/RES/1325,

(31 October 2000). https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/
doc/UNDOC/GEN/N00/720/18/PDF/N0072018.
pdf!OpenElement

United Nations Security Council, S/RES/1265,

(17 September 1999). https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/
doc/UNDOC/GEN/N99/267/94/PDF/N9926794.
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pdf?OpenElement

United Nations General Assembly resolution 34/180,
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (18 December 1979). http://www.
un-documents.net/a34r180.htm

It is mandated with maintaining international peace
and security, including through the establishment of
peacekeeping operations and special political missions,
international sanction and the authorisation of
military action.

In 2015, states agreed the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable
Development Goals. These set an ambition for
human development — including inclusive and peaceful
societies of which protection is a key component.
SDG 16 sets targets to reduce all forms of violence
against children (SDG 16.1, 16.2). The Sustainable
Development Goals (2015) UNDP. https://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment/

Ostby et al (2018) Children Affected by Armed Conflict,
1990-2017, PRIO

Defined as individuals under the age of 18

The number of children living in conflict zones in 2016
is estimated at 393m. This is higher than the figure

of 357m cited in Save the Children’s End the War on
Children (2018). The upward revision is due to the use
of more accurate and finer-grained population data.
For full methodology see Ostby et al, note 16.

This methodology therefore uses different definitions
of armed conflict from those used in International
Humanitarian Law (IHL)/Law of Armed Conflict
(LOAC).

A notable absence from this list is Myanmar, where
violence forced hundreds of thousands of Rohingya
people — more than half of whom were children — to
flee into neighboring Bangladesh in August and
September 2017 (see page 32). Inadequate reporting
and data collection mean that the absolute numbers
captured are low.

UN News (2018), Yemen overview (webpage), https:/
news.un.org/en/focus/yemen.

Save the Children (2018), Starvation in Yemen:

85,000 children may have died of hunger. https://blogs.
savethechildren.org.uk/2018/11/starvation-in-yemen-
85000-children-may-have-died-of-hunger/

Save the Children (2017) End the War on Children: Time
to end grave violations against children. https://www.
savethechildren.net/waronchildren/pdf/waronchildren.
pdf

United Nations, General Assembly, Annual Report of
the Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict
(CAAC). S/2018/465 (16 May 2018). http://undocs.
org/s/2018/465

Wagner et al (2018) ‘Armed conflict and child mortality in
Africa: a geospatial analysis’, The Lancet, Vol 392, 10150,




25

26

27
28

29
30

31
32
33

Pp 857-865. https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/
lancet/PIIS0140-6736(18)31437-5.pdf

This is the estimated minimum total indirect deaths
of infants/under-fives in the period 2013-2018. For
Afghanistan, the Central African Republic, the DRC,
Mali, Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen, we
assume that the findings of Wagner et al apply, as
baseline infant/under-five mortality is comparable
(based on UNIGME data). Using Wagner et al’s
finding that 3.2-3.6/5-5.7 under-one/under-fives die
for every one battle death, we multiply recorded
battle deaths in our sample countries (UCDP) by

the mid-point in the range (3.4/5.35) to estimate the
number of indirect under-one and under-five deaths
that resulted from conflict (n = 555,150 and 868,011
respectively). This total includes adjustments for Syria
and Iraq — both of which had lower baseline infant
and child mortality. In those two countries we used
Wagner et al’s findings that 6.6—7.3%/6.6—7.4% of all
under-one/under-five mortality could be attributed
to conflict — applying those percentages to total
infant/under-five mortality in Syria and Iraq between
2013 and 2018 (UNIGME). This is a deliberately
conservative approach. According to UCDP data,
and Violations Documentation Center data for Syria
due to underreporting in the UCDP data, there were
331,664 battle related deaths in the same countries
in the same period. Of these, using the same sources,
174,703 were combatants.

The annual children and armed conflict reports are
not the only vehicle for recording and publishing
violations against children in conflict. The Special
Representative of the UN Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict also produces context-
specific reports, which provide further detail. The
SRSG also provides a report to the UN Human
Rights Council. In addition, violations against girls
are reported in the UN Secretary-General’s annual
report on women, peace and security, and the UN’s
annual report on sexual violence in conflict includes
data on sexual violence against girls and boys.

See note 23

Office of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict
(2018), “Children faced with unspeakable violence in
conflict as number of grave violations increased in 2017’
(webpage) https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/
children-faced-with-unspeakable-violence-in-conflict-
as-number-of-grave-violations-increased-in-2017/
See note 23

UNICEF, 27 November 2018, press release, ‘Geneva
Palais briefing note on the situation of children in
Afghanistan’, https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/
geneva-palais-briefing-note-situation-children-
afghanistan

See note 23

See note 23

Guha-Sapir et al (2017) ‘Patterns of civilian and child
deaths due to war-related violence in Syria: a comparative
analysis from the Violation Documentation Center dataset,

34

35
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46

47
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2011-2016’, The Lancet, Vol 6, 1, 2017, pp 103-110.
Available at https://www.thelancet.com/journals/
langlo/article/Pl1S2214-109X(17)30469-2/fulltext
Landmine Monitor (2018), Landmine Monitor 2018:
20th annual edition. http://www.the-monitor.org/
media/2918780/Landmine-Monitor-2018_final.pdf
See note 23

Office of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict
(2019), “Child recruitment and use’ (webpage), https://
childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/six-grave-violations/
child-soldiers/

See note 23

United Nations, Human Rights Council, ‘/ lost my
dignity’: Sexual and gender-based violence in the Syrian
Arab Republic. HRC/37/CRP.3 (8 March 2018), https://
www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/
ColSyria/A-HRC-37-CRP-3.pdf

See note 23. The Chibok girls are female students
who were kidnapped from the Government Secondary
School in the town of Chibok in Borno State, Nigeria
in April 2014.

UNICEF (2018), Nearly five million Syrian children
accessing education despite over seven years of war on
children. (webpage) https://www.unicef.org/press-
releases/nearly-5-million-syrian-children-accessing-
education-despite-over-seven-years-war

UNOCHA (2018), Yemen Humanitarian Needs
Overview 2018, https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/
files/dms/yemen_humanitarian_needs_overview_
hno_2018_20171204.pdf; UNICEF, (2017). Yemen
Humanitarian Situation Report November 2017, https://
www.unicef.org/yemen/YEM_sitreps_Nov2017.pdf
See note 41

Associated Press (2018), ‘Back to school, but not for all
of Syria’s children’ (webpage), https://www.apnews.
com/0e72a3ca724b4b35bdb8a9c215363b3c
UNOCHA (2018), Ukraine Humanitarian Needs
Overview 2018, https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/
files/resources/humanitarian_needs_overview_2018_
en_20171130.pdf

GCPEA (2018), ‘I will never go back to school’: The
Impact of Attacks on Education for Nigerian Women and
Girls. http://protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/
documents/attacks_on_nigerian_women_and_girls.
pdf

GCPEA (2018), Education Under Attack 2018, http://
www.protectingeducation.org/sites/default/files/
documents/eua_2018_full.pdf

See note 46

See note 23

Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict (2018),
‘Everyone and everything is a target’ The impact of attacks
on healthcare and denial of humanitarian access in South
Sudan, https://watchlist.org/wp-content/uploads/
watchlist-field_report-southsudan-web.pdf
Healthcare in Danger (2011), Healthcare in Danger:
Making the Case, ICRC, http://healthcareindanger.org/
the-issue/

The ten conflict-affected countries included in the
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60

61

62

63

64

65

66

58

analysis were Syria, Afghanistan, Somalia, Yemen,
Nigeria, South Sudan, Iraq, the DRC, Sudan, and

the Central African Republic. Save the Children UK
(2018), Hunger — a Lethal Weapon of War: The impact
of conflict-related hunger on children, https://www.
savethechildren.org.uk/content/dam/gb/reports/policy/
Hunger%20-%20a%20lethal%20weapon%200f%20
war%207th%20pp.pdf

See note 51.

For more, see de Waal, A (2018), Mass Starvation:

The history and future of famine, Polity Press.

Shenoda et al (2018), ‘The effects of armed conflict on
children’, Pediatrics, Volume 152, 6, http://pediatrics.
aappublications.org/content/142/6/e20182585

See note 21.

See note 54.

FAO, WFP, UNICEF, WHO, IFAD (2017), The State

of Food Insecurity and Nutrition in the World 2017. FAO,
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7695e.pdf

Save the Children (2010), Hungry for Change: An eight-
step, costed plan of action to tackle global child hunger,
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/
hungry-change-eight-step-costed-plan-action-tackle-
global-child-hunger

Ostby et al (2018), ‘Organised violence and institutional
child delivery: micro-level evidence from sub-Saharan Africa,
1989-2014’, PRIO, Demography, Volume 55, 4, https://
link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13524-018-0685-4
UNFPA (2016), Adolescent Girls in Disaster and

Conflict: Interventions for improving access to sexual and
reproductive health services, https://www.unfpa.org/sites/
default/files/pub-pdf/UNFPA-Adolescent_Girls_in_
Disaster_Conflict-Web.pdf

Quintana et al (1997), ‘The spectrum of pediatric
injuries after a bomb blast’, Journal Pediatric Surgery,
Volume 32, 2, pp 307-11; Bendinelli (2009), ‘Effects

of land mines and unexploded ordnance on the pediatric
population and comparison with adults in rural Cambodia’,
World Journal of Surgery, Volume 33, 5, pp 10701074
Bull et al (2018), ‘Paediatric blast injury: challenges and
priorities’, The Lancet Child Adolescent Health 2018,
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/
research-centres-and-groups/centre-for-blast-injury-
studies/PBIComment.pdf

Save the Children (2017), Invisible Wounds: The impact
of six years of war on the mental health of Syria’s children,
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/
invisible-wounds-impact-six-years-war-mental-health-
syrias-children

Save the Children (2018), Picking Up the Pieces:
Rebuilding the lives of Mosul’s children after years of
conflict and violence

Shonkoff et al (2012), ‘An integrated scientific framework
for child survival and early childhood development’,
Pediatrics, 29(2), pp. 460—-472, https://www.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/pubmed/22218840

Save the Children (2015), What Do Children Want in
Times of Emergency and Crisis? They want an education.
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/content/dam/
global/reports/education-and-child-protection/what-
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See note 46.

GCPEA (2019), ‘The Problem’ (webpage), http://www.
protectingeducation.org/problem

ODI (2016), Education Cannot Wait: Proposing a fund for
education in emergencies, https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.
org.uk/files/resource-documents/10497.pdf

These can include higher rates of child marriage and
adolescent pregnancy; greater levels of domestic
labour and care work that keep girls in the home; lack
of mobility due to safety concerns either at school or
en route; lack of access to menstrual hygiene supplies;
and a low value placed on girls’ education generally.
MONESCO (2018), Global Initiative on Out of School
Children: South Sudan case study, Global Partnership
for Education/UNICEF, https://unesdoc.unesco.org/
ark:/48223/pf0000265399

UNHCR (2016), No More Excuses: Provide education to
all forcibly displaced people, https://unesdoc.unesco.org/
ark:/48223/pf0000244847

Ministry of Education, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
UNICEF (2018), Global Initiative on Out of School
Children: Afghanistan case study. https://www.unicef.org/
afghanistan/sites/unicef.org.afghanistan/files/2018-05/
afg-report-oocs2018.pdf

Save the Children (2018), Time to Act: Providing refugee
children the education they were promised. https://
resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/13479/pdf/
time_to_act_report_online.pdf

See note 74.

Save the Children (2011), Unspeakable Crimes Against
Children: Sexual violence in conflict. https://www.
savethechildren.es/sites/default/files/imce/docs/
unspeakable_crimes_report.pdf

Save the Children (2018), 2018 End of Childhood Report,
https://www.savethechildren.org/content/dam/global/
reports/2018-end-of-childhood-report.pdf

See note 77.

See note 77.

See note 77.

UNHCR (2018), Vulnerability Assessment of Syrian
Refugees in Lebanon. https://data2.unhcr.org/en/
documents/download/67380

See note 77.

See note 77.

See note 23.

See note 23.

See Article 38 on the UN Convention on the

Rights of the Child, https://www.ohchr.org/en/
professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx; The Paris
Principles: Principles and Guidelines on Children
Associated with Armed Forces or Armed

Groups, https://www.unicef.org/emerg/files/
ParisPrinciples310107English.pdf

Collective punishment is a form of sanction imposed
on persons or a group of persons in response to a
crime committed by one of them or a member of the
group. (See Rabbat, P and Mehring, S (2015) ‘Collective
punishment’, Oxford Public International Law, http://
opil.ouplaw.com/view/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/




law-9780199231690-e269.) State practice establishes
this rule as a norm of customary international law
applicable in both international and non-international
armed conflicts. This prohibition is an application,

in part, of Rule 102 that no one may be convicted of
an offence except on the basis of individual criminal
responsibility. However, the prohibition of collective
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